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Brent F. Burton was born and raised in the Crenshaw / Leimert Park district of the city of Los Angeles.  While attending Los Angeles High School at the age of 16, Burton became an Explorer Scout with the Los Angeles City Fire Department.  
In 1985 at the age of 19 he was hired as a firefighter with the Los Angeles County Fire Department.  At the age of 21 he became a certified paramedic for the fire department.
At the age of twenty eight, Burton promoted to the rank of Captain.  At the time of his promotion, he was the youngest company officer in the Department.  
Brent F. Burton

His demonstrated leadership and ability enabled him to earn this position. During his 31 year career in the fire service, he has been able to serve in various capacities and develop major projects
Upon being hired with the L.A. County Fire Department, Burton was introduced to the Stentorians; an organization of Black firefighters in Los Angeles founded in 1954.  He became a member and within 2 years of joining the organization, he became a board member.  Burton served a total of 16 years on the board of directors.   Burton served as President for ten of those years.  Burton also served as President of the African American Firefighter Museum for a total of 11 years.  He is the CEO and founder of the Junior Firefighter Youth Foundation. 
Brent Burton is commonly referred to as Captain Burton in many of his professional circles.    Captain Burton is very active in the Los Angeles community serving as a mentor to several young men and women and as a collaborator with many organizations, elected officials and schools.  Captain Burton has assisted many young men and women in becoming firefighters and helped those on the Department promote to positions of higher authority.

Captain Burton currently serves as an instructor at the Carl Holmes Executive Development Institute that is held annually on the campus of Dillard University in New Orleans La.  He is the creator of the Junior Fire Cadet Program that targets elementary school students and the Future Firefighter Program that targets high school age students, in the areas of self-determination and life skills.  He is also the Chair of the Mentoring Committee for the 100 Black Men of Los Angeles. 

In 2007, the Los Angeles CARES Mentoring Movement (LACMM) was created.  National CARES Mentoring Movement founder, Susan Taylor, asked her good friend in Los Angeles, Mrs. Barbara Perkins to gather a group of dedicated and caring adults to help form an affiliate group in L.A.  Captain Burton was one of several individuals that was asked to assist in this effort.  Shortly after the creation of the LACMM, Captain Burton was asked to serve as the co-chair of the Los Angeles CARES Mentoring Movement. He has served in a leadership capacity since the inception of the LACMM and today he serves as the Board Chair.    
Burton and Barbara Perkins were featured in the second edition of Who’s Who in Black Los Angeles for their work with the LACMM.   

Burton is the father of three adult children and resides in the Los Angeles community with his wife Toya Mack-Burton.  
